
 
Isle of Wight Biodiversity Partnership 

 
Minutes of the 54th Steering Group meeting 
21st March 2013, 10.30 am Enterprise House, Newport 

 
 

Present: Matthew Chatfield - Parks & Countryside Manager, IWC  
 Fiona Hanna – AONB Lead Officer 
 Colin Pope – Senior Ecology Officer, IWC 
 Sonia Lorenzo-Martin – Forestry Commission 
 Jay Doyle - Forestry Commission 
 Mark Larter – Natural England 
 Richard Grogan - Head of Conservation, Hants & IW Wildlife Trust 
 Claire Hamilton – Fisheries & Biodiversity Officer, Environment Agency  
 Tony Tutton – National Trust  
 Ian Boyd – Natural Enterprise 
 Anne Marston – Ecology Officer, IWC 
  

Apologies: Richard Black 
 
SG13/12 Minutes of the last meeting  
The minutes were agreed and signed. 

 
SG13/13 Matters arising from the minutes (other than agenda items) 
  a) SINC Review There have been further developments following our last meeting. 
The decision to exclude the brownfield land in West Cowes, subject to a controversial asphalt plant 
application, may be challenged by local protestors. The challenge, if it happens, would be to the Isle 
of Wight Council who have to formally adopt the recommendations of the Biodiversity Steering Group 
before it becomes an approved SINC. 
The owner of the Roberts Hersey Reserve, which failed to receive recommendation, has presented 
further information to support his case. There was a discussion, lead by Mark, as to whether the SINC 
criteria have been properly applied. The general consensus was that they had and the evidence did 
not support recommendation. MC commented that the owner would be welcome to re-apply in future 
years if he wished but the Steering Group could only consider nominations at the January meeting.  
   b) Tor-grass Richard had obtained some information on tor grass from site managers 
of the HIWWT. Feedback was as follows: 

John Durnell – Head of Conservation West Hants – HIWWT 
There were Tor grass issues on Butser Hill some time ago and they also 
have problems on Martin Down in places. 
It doesn't like hard summer cattle grazing but sheep and winter grazing 
had little effect. In my experience it is fairly unpalatable so you may 
need to electrically fence cattle into the tor grass area to push them to 
eat it. Although grazing can reduce dominance it does not appear to 
eradicate it and once grazing pressure is eased it tends to return fairly 
vigorously 
I believe NE are doing some trials on spraying tor grass at Martin Down. 
 
Clive Chatters – Head of Policy and Evidence – HIWWT 
Back in the day I was involved in various experiments in managing Tor 
grass on the Wye and Crundale Downs NNR. We found a superb way to 
encourage its domination by burning it (a traditional practice) and then 
not grazing it. Burning it and grazing it hard immediately afterwards was 
really effective in restoring the sward but not something one would want 
to repeat often or undertake across a whole site. 
 
Cattle grazing, starting quite early in the year, seemed to work rather 
well. The grass remained part of the sward but did not dominate. The 
problems seemed to arise when it is allowed to act as the aggressive 
competitor what it is. Sheep didn’t seem to make much of an impact on it 
but the grazing pressures we were using were slight. 

 



 
I don’t know if Bryn Green ever wrote up and published the experiments. 
My summary would be to graze using cattle at a density that suppresses any 
grass taking on a tussock form. 
 
David Rumble – Head of Conservation – South Hants – HIWWT 
It's a significant issue at the Dongas and Broughton Down; I don't think 
Mike (Allen) has found a solution to its management but I copy him in just 
in case he can share experiences 
 

 c) Recorder’s Conference This year’s conference was the most successful to date with 
over 70 attending. Many thanks to members of the steering Group who attended, particularly those 
who came over from the mainland. Claire suggested a member of the EA, possibly Dominic Longley, 
might be able to provide a presentation next year. 
 
SG13/14 Ash Die-back Paper 
Following feedback from several members of the partnership, a statement on ash trees has been 
circulated and was discussed by the group. There was general feeing that it was helpful to bring 
together information in this way in advance of ash die-back hitting the headlines again in the future. 
The final version is circulated with these minutes, will be put on the Wild on Wight website, and can 
be used by members of the partnership in response to questions about ash die-back on the Island.     
 
 
SG13/15 Discussion of Biodiversity Targets  
The main item of the meeting was a discussion on reviewing our biodiversity targets in order to align 
them with the forthcoming AONB Management Plan review and DEFRA’s Biodiversity 2020 plans. 
The discussions were around both habitats and species and focussed on how we can best assess 
our achievements to date and what might be realistic targets to set for the future. We all agreed that 
the targets which we have already set, and which had been arrived at from lengthy discussion and 
evidence gathering, should remain but our achievements are likely to be challenging in the years 
ahead. 
Following our discussions, a draft paper will be sent out prior to the next meeting for discussion and 
hopefully sign off following our next meeting in July. 
 
Action: Draft Biodiversity  Targets paper to be sent out in advance of the next Steering Group 
meeting for discussion (and hopefully sign-off) at that meeting.      CP 
 
 
SG13/16 Local Records Centre Report  
The quarterly report for January to March is circulated with these minutes. 
The next Bioblitz event will be on Tuesday 28th May on The Green at Yarmouth.  
 
 
SG13/17 Local Nature Partnerships (LNP) 
Fiona has now been elected to the LNP Board. The Board comprises representatives from nine 
bodies. Updated information will be available on the LNP website, 
http://hantswightlnp.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
SG13/18 East Wight Landscape Partnership update 
Work is well underway for an initial resubmission by 31st March. The project will be redefined as 
focussing on river catchments. A series of topic meetings are being held to identify and begin to work 
up projects. A decision will be made in October. If successful, there is likely to be an 18 month 
development phase with the implementation in 2016.   
 
SG13/19 Any Other Business 
 
Richard brought copies of the Summer Walks leaflets which had just been published.  
 
AONB  

http://hantswightlnp.wordpress.com/


Fiona explained that a draft AONB Management Plan Review would be available for comments in early 
May.  
 
Natural England  
Mark said that Ian Stone will be working with him full-time until October, which will be a great benefit for 
delivering schemes on the Island.  
  
Forestry Commission 
Jay reported that the annual Red Squirrel Forum had been held on 8th March. 
He had recently attended a SE Fritillary Recovery Meeting. Butterfly Conservation were willing to assist 
with any projects on the Island but their priority was to work with currently threatened populations on the 
mainland.  
Sonia reported that, in response to the Phytophora outbreak in Parkhurst Forest, larch were due to be 
felled imminently.   
 
NFU representative 
We have not had attendance from NFU at meetings for several years. There was a discussion around 
whether we should invite an NFU representative to future meetings. 
 
Date of next meeting: 
 
 Thursday 18th July 10.30 am at Enterprise House  
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