
 
Isle of Wight Biodiversity Partnership 

 
Minutes of the 51st Steering Group meeting 
19th July 2012, 10.30 am Enterprise House, Newport 

 
 

Present: Matthew Chatfield - Parks & Countryside Manager, IWC  
 Joel Bateman – Projects Officer, AONB  
 Colin Pope – Senior Ecology Officer, IWC 

Mark Larter – Natural England 
Mike Pittock - Forestry Commission 
Sonia Lorenzo Martin, Forestry Commission 

 Jay Doyle - Forestry Commission 
 Richard Grogan - Head of Conservation, Hants & IW Wildlife Trust 
 Tony Tutton, Property Manager, National Trust 
 Chris Mills, Planning Policy, IWC   
  

Apologies: Claire Hamilton, Fiona Hanna, Belinda Walters, Richard Black, Les Street, Debbie Tann, Debbie 
Whitfield 
 
This was Mike Pittock’s last meeting on the Island and Matthew thanked him, on behalf of the group, for all 
the work he has done to promote forestry and woodland management during his time on the Isle of Wight 
and to wish him well for the future. His successor, Sonia Lorenzo Martin, who was also present, was 
introduced to the group. 
 
 
SG12/16 Minutes of the last meeting  
The minutes were agreed and signed. 

 
SG12/17 Matters arising from the minutes (other than agenda items) 
There were none.  
 
SG12/18 Island Plan & national planning policy guidance 
Chris Mills attended, on behalf of Planning Policy and gave a wide reaching and illuminating talk on 
the progress of the Island Plan and on the new NPPG. He also referred to the Solent Forum’s Solent 
Disturbance & Mitigation Project and work by the planning authority to build a robust evidence base. 
His presentation was particularly weighted towards biodiversity, geodiversity & landscape and 
generated both discussion and debate. 
 
SG12/19 Local Nature Partnerships (LNPs)  
The Hampshire & IW LNP application to DEFRA for official LNP status has been successful, along 
with 40 others across England. This provoked some discussions on the implications of this and the 
difficulties of engaging with health authorities, businesses and LEPs.  
The Wildlife Trust held an LNP conference on 28th June at Winchester Guildhall described as an 
essential briefing for business leaders, health practitioners and conservation professionals. A number 
of Island representatives from the Biodiversity Steering Group attended.  
 
 
SG12/20 Revised Isle of Wight Ancient Woodland Inventory 
.Natural England and Forestry Commission have been embarking on a rolling programme in the 
South-east of revising the Provisional County Ancient Woodland Inventories, which are widely seen 
as being in need of reassessing and extending to include woods below the 2ha threshold. This work 
elsewhere has been taken forwards in partnerships, led by local records centres. The opportunity has 
arisen to use surplus moneys derived from data searches to begin to take forwards the work to 
update the Island’s inventory and the views of the group were sought as to whether this was an 
appropriate use of funds.  
 

 



Action: It was agreed to begin the process of updating the Ancient Woodland inventory for the 
Island in line with established protocol. 
 
SG12/21 Bioblitz 2012 
Joel outlined the programme for Wednesday 25th July at the National Trust carpark at Compton. Five 
of the organisations represented in the partnership will be attending and running events. Mark Larter 
said that he would try to send a representative from Natural England. Good weather is predicted!  
 
 
SG12/22 Local Records Centre Report 
The quarterly report for April to June was presented and will be circulated with the minutes.  
Work on the GIS habitat layers and Habitat Data Capture tool, in co-ordination with other South-east 
Record Centres, continues to occupy much time. Until such time as the technical problems are 
resolved it will not be possible for any of the records centres to produce a regional habitat data set, 
nor to provide a habitats layer to Natural England as part of their MOA requirements.   
 
Work has been progressing in delivering species data sets onto the NBN. Marine fish records are 
currently being processed. .  
 
 
SG12/23 Forestry Commission matters 
Jay referred to the Independent Panel on Forestry report. The panel has recommended that the 
public forest estate remains in public ownership. The Panel also recognises the many opportunities 
that the management of the public forest estate offers to wildlife and people. These are welcome 
messages and we look to the Government to accept their recommendations.  
Jay also referred to the fact that no pearl-bordered fritillaries were recorded in Parkhurst Forest this 
spring, leading to view that this butterfly may now be extinct on the Island.  
Mike described efforts to tackle reports of deer on the Island. He said that it could be helpful if the 
Partnership could be seen to support the principle of culling deer on the Island.  
 
Action: Control of deer to be discussed at the next Steering Group JD/SLM 
 
SG12/24 Any Other Business 
 

 Possible grey squirrel sighting. Helen Butler has received two unconnected reports in the 
last few weeks from the Osborne / Whippingham area each of which are strongly indicative of 
a grey squirrel being present. There is no proof and she is investigating further but it is most 
unusual to receive two strongly suspicious and unconnected alleged sightings close by and 
within a few weeks of each other.  
 

Date of next meeting 
 
 Thursday 18th October 10.30am at Enterprise House: 
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